KURT STIMMEDER - PRESSKIT

IN AFORBIDDEN MOMENT
Gallery Makowski, Chelsea, New York

Onview until December 3, 2025

Exhibition Overview

"In a Forbidden Moment" presents five new figurative paintings exploring how inner tension
becomes visible in small gestures, especially in the hands. Each work begins with filmed
micro-performances that are later translated into oil painting. The exhibition forms a closed

body of work created between 2023-2025.

The works carry a quiet neo-romantic sensibility - not through landscape or scenery, but through
an inward, psychological atmosphere shaped by years of concentrated studio practice.

A period that deepened sensitivity to micro-gestures, inner tension, and the fragile thresholds
between thought and movement. Although the works do not address this shift directly, they
reflect a contemporary sensibility in which vulnerability, introspection, and subtle

gestures regain importance. This atmosphere forms a subtle backdrop to the series.

Art Miami
A separate work from the same artistic phase - "The Forbidden Moment" - will be shown at Art
Miami (Dec 2-7). It is not part of the Chelsea exhibition but reflects the ongoing development of

this artistic direction.

Selected Press

¢ Realism Today - (online feature)

e Beautiful Bizarre Magazine - Emerging Artist Award (program)
e CREATE! Magazine - (cover + full feature & interview)

e Divide Magazine - (feature)

¢ Aesthetica Artist Directory - (Dec/Jan issue)


https://realismtoday.com/in-a-forbidden-moment-the-art-of-painting-hands/
https://beautifulbizarreartprize.art/emerging-artist-award-entries/?v=7d0db380a5b9
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/tmprix43bhfbqbijmwqim/CM-ISSUE53-Digital.pdf?rlkey=6qpw6hjpo2tskep2mx9q8zfte&e=2&st=8zwjcolo&dl=0
https://issuu.com/divideartmagazine/docs/divide_magazine_issue_15?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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»Entity“ — oil on canvas



»sEpagoge“ —oil on canvas




»Phosphorus is giving light to Eos“ - oil on canvas



»The Golden Blessing“ — oil on canvas



»Catsugi“ - oil on canvas



Artist Statement - Kurt Stimmeder

In my pursuit of underlying realities, | expand my intellectual framework through mythology,
philosophy, and systemic psychology. Psychological tension is the central driving motif,
exploring dynamics between individuals, within groups, and internally. These tensions function
as a fundamental compositional element in my images, bridging both thematic content and

formal structure.

Before painting, | played double bass. Eventually, sound became too fleeting, too formless.
Painting allows me to give lasting shape to the intangible - to make the unspeakable visible and

to find stillness in it.

Kurt Stimmeder
www.kurtstimmeder.at
Instagram: @kurt.stimmeder

office@kurtstimmeder.at


www.kurtstimmeder.at
mailto:office@kurtstimmeder.at

Appendix - Neo - Romantic Resonances

The resurgence of neo-romantic tendencies in contemporary painting is often connected to a
broader cultural renewed inward turn seen across Europe and the United States. Artists
increasingly explore themes of inwardness, fragility, and emotional subtlety - focusing on quiet

gestures, symbolic objects, and intimate psychological spaces.

In this context, Stimmeder's work aligns with a movement that seeks deeper sensitivity to inner
experience. The emphasis on hands, micro-gestures, and suspended moments mirrors a
collective desire for forms of communication that are tactile, immediate, and emotionally

truthful, countering the disembodied modes of the digital era.



