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L’ origine de |’amour

L’ origine de I’amour is afurther development of my hand cycle. A model carrying an intense rage within, a
moment in which something is born at the same time. Rage storesitself in the body, in the jaw, in tensions that
wait there.

Asart historical references have run through my work for years, | turned three portraits — Caravaggio, Van
Dyck, Delacroix — frontal, opened their mouths, not as aformal decision but as a physical necessity. The hands
pushed forward, the distortion as statement. The dead flesh | brought to the foreground, embedded in hard
chiaroscuro, wrapped in the suggested turquoise of garbage bags.

The early Baroque was the moment the gesture stopped being ideal and was caught by the weight of flesh. The
tattoos trandlate this ornament into the present. The Romantics picked that up again — atime of resistance,
reinvention, but also of looking back.

Because this rage, that goes through marrow and bone, that sitsin the flesh and goes into the flesh, it
penetrates, demanded a form. This one.
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